
Evidence-Based Terms 
 

When writing about…. 

A poem– According to the speaker…. 

Fiction– The narrator states….. 

Or The character says….. 

(Fiction includes a narrator and characters) 

Nonfiction– The author writes that….. 

Additional Sentences Starters 

According to the text, 

I know—-because——- 

For instance, 

For example, 

This proves that, 

On page— 

Based on the information 

 

 



This Is Me 

Keala Seattle 

 
I'm not a stranger to the dark 

Hide away, they say 
'Cause we don't want your broken parts 

I've learned to be ashamed of all my scars 
Run away, they say 

No one will love you as you are 
 

But I won't let them break me down to dust 
I know that there's a place for us 

For we are glorious 
 

When the sharpest words wanna cut me down 
I'm gonna send a flood, gonna drown them out 

I am brave, I am bruised 
I am who I'm meant to be, this is me 

Look out 'cause here I come 
And I'm marching on to the beat I drum 

I'm not scared to be seen 
I make no apologies, this is me 

 
Another round of bullets hits my skin 

Well, fire away 'cause today, I won't let the shame sink in 
We are bursting through the barricades 

And reaching for the sun (we are warriors) 
Yeah, that's what we've become 

 
Won't let them break me down to dust 

I know that there's a place for us 
For we are glorious 

 
When the sharpest words wanna cut me down 

Gonna send a flood, gonna drown them out 
I am brave, I am bruised 

I am who I'm meant to be, this is me 
Look out 'cause here I come 

And I'm marching on to the beat I drum 
I'm not scared to be seen 

I make no apologies, this is me 
 

...This is me 
 

And I know that I deserve your love 
There's nothing I'm not worthy of 

When the sharpest words wanna cut me down 
I'm gonna send a flood, gonna drown them out 

This is brave, this is bruised 
This is who I'm meant to be, this is me 

 
Look out 'cause here I come (look out 'cause here I come) 

And I'm marching on to the beat I drum (marching on, marching, marching on) 
I'm not scared to be seen 

I make no apologies, this is me 
 

(Whenever the words wanna cut me down 
I'll send the flood to drown them out) 

This is me 



This Is Me 

Points to pay attention to: 
Ballad- short, simple story-telling, poem meant to be a song 

Bias- one sided judgement held without looking at evidence  

Cause and Effect- event (cause) that brings about an action (effect) 

Conflict- struggle between opposing forces 

Climax- point of maximum interest 

Figurative language/idioms 

Moral of the story- lesson that the story teaches us 

Persuasion- tries to influence the reader in some way 

Point of view- perspective of a story 

Tone- attitude given by the author 

 

P.T. Barnum Biography 
(1810–1891) 

Who Was P.T. Barnum? 
P.T. Barnum was born Phineas Taylor Barnum on July 5, 1810, in Bethel, Connecticut.  He was a natural sales 
man. He was peddling snacks and cherry rum to soldiers by age 12. Barnum moved to New York City as a 
young man and tried his hand at a variety of businesses, including newspaper publishing and operating a 
boarding house. 

In 1835, Barnum's knack for promotion surfaced when he paid $1,000 for an elderly slave named Joice Heth. 
He claimed she was 161 years old and a former nurse for George Washington.  Barnum exhibited her 
throughout the northeast region, raking in an estimated $1,500 per week. 

  P.T. Barnum became a successful promoter after moving to New York City.  From 1841 to 1868, he ran 
the Barnum American Museum, which featured the "Feejee Mermaid," "General Tom Thumb" and other 
oddities.  In 1871, he launched the traveling spectacle that would eventually become the Ringling Brothers 
and Barnum & Bailey Circus.  After an illustrious career, Barnum died in Bridgeport, Connecticut, on April 7, 
1891. 

Research:  The Greatest Show on Earth and Phineas Taylor Barnum for more interesting reading. 



Skills to Practice  and Learn 

 

1. Identify  contractions.  

 A contraction is a word made by shortening and combining two words. Words like can't (can + not), don't 

(do + not), and I've (I + have) … 

2. Identify at least four (4) pronouns from the text.  

A pronoun is a word that replaces a noun in a sentence. Pronouns are used to avoid repeating the same 

nouns over and over again.   There are three types of pronouns: subject (for example, he); object (him); or 

possessive (his).  

3. Identify  and explain at least four (4) examples of figurative language. 

Figurative language is phrasing that goes beyond the literal meaning of words to get a message or point 

across.  Writers        create figurative language through figures of speech such as: Simile. Metaphor.  

4. Rewrite  the group  of words  using compound predicates.  (And I’m marching on to the 

beat I drum.  I’m not scared to be seen). 

 A compound predicate gives two or more details about the same subject and has two or more verbs 

joined by a conjunction. For example: "She visited her cousins and met all their friends." In this example, 

"she" is the subject and "visited" and "met" are the predicates joined by the conjunction "and".  

5. What is the bias in the ballad/video? 

6. Identify events (cause) that brings about an action (effect). 

7. What is the moral of the story? 

8. Identify and justify the tone of the character. 


